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Finance panel will address issues in a reasonable 

manner: Chairman 

Not granting SCS is a serious disability for the State, he says 

N.K. Singh, 15th Finance Commission Chairman, promised to address the 

issues related to the alleged non-fulfilment of promises contained in the A.P. 

Reorganisation Act (APRA) and other issues which Chief Minister N. 

Chandrababu Naidu had raised during Thursday’s deliberations in a reasonable 

manner subject to its limitations. He said the Special Category Status (SCS) did 

not form a part of the Commission's Terms of Reference (ToR) and that the 

panel would not like to cross its mandate. Addressing media persons at the 

Secretariat, Mr. Singh said the CM had brought many issues forcefully before 

the Commission and said the non-grant of the SCS was a serious disability for 

the State. But the concept was not borne out of any recommendation by the 

Finance Commissions and it was the outcome of a decision taken by the 

National Development Council at that time when giving it (SCS) was 

considered beneficial to Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. The status was later 

conferred on the other sister States of Assam in the north east, Himachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand during the tenure of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The implementation of the 

SCS was undertaken by the Planning Commission in conjunction with the Ministry of Finance. The 14th FC was 

against the categorisation of States as special and otherwise and it preferred an examination of the financial 

condition of each State. 

Census figures 

As regards the plea to consider 1971 census figures as the basis for the devolution of Central funds, Mr. Singh 

pointed out that the 14th FC used a mix of 1971 and 2011 population figures in 17%:10% ratio as per the 

presidential notification thereof. The 15th FC would consider the States’ appeal to take the 1971 census into 

account but it was not obliged to assign a particular weight to the population. It would try to strike a balance that 

would not in any way penalize the performing States that include A.P. which achieved a better demographic 

management reflected in its quicker total fertility rate. Mr. Singh said the CM had said A.P. was bearing the 

consequences of many issues starting with the distribution of assets between it and Telangana on the basis of 

geographical location and debt with the population as criterion, financial disability that arose out of the Central 

government’s alleged failure to deliver the promises under the APRA and problems in speedy completion of the 

Polavaram project. These concerns would be dealt with in an appropriate manner given the fact that A.P. was 

bogged down by the troubles involved in its transition to being a truncated State. Mr. Singh said the Commission 

would give not only consideration but also maximum possible room to the demands raised by the CM and try to 

enhance its resource base. A member of the Commission pegged the pre-devolution deficit that was quantified by 

the 14th panel at Rs. 11,200 crore met through a horizontal devolution of a share of taxes and the balance Rs. 

22,000 crore through a grant-in-aid.  
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The system at the Centre itself is not proper 
NK Singh on non-implementation of assurances under the Reorganisation  

Act 
It never happned earlier while states were divided 

We are helpless in Special Status 
Will do the needful otherwise  
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You are a winner by now : NK Singh all praise for AP CM 
Does anybody shows this much partiality among their own children: questions AP CM 

Revenue deficit of Rs 4.79 lakh crore should be provided as grant: AP CM 
Special Status is not in our limits: NK Singh 

What will happen to this country? Does the Centre have no responsibility to bring along all the States 
equally in development : AP CM  
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Special Status must be extended to Andhra Pradesh 
States should get 50% share of all Central taxes : Political Parties to 15th FC 
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We were made scape goats! 
New State of Andhra Pradesh is politically affected state in 21st Century 

Unscientific approach in reorganisation has left the state bruised 
New Capital requires Rs 37 lakh crores   
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We were made scape goats! 
New State of Andhra Pradesh is politically affected state in 21st Century 

Unscientific approach in reorganisation has left the state bruised 
New Capital requires Rs 37 lakh crores   
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Special Status is not in our purview 
What Jagan said has come true 
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Special Status is not in our purview 
Not providing SCS is a grave injustice 

15th FC has a revenue deficit of Rs 4.79 lakh crore 
What Jagan said has come true 
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There is no system in place for implementing division of the State! Special Status is not in our limits 
Arun Jaitley has responded extremely on the pretext of 14th Finance Commission 
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There is no system in place for implementing division of the State! 
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Political parties express different opionions before the 15th Finance Commission 
Seeking political gains TDP has misused the funds provided: AP BJP President writes to Finance 

Commission  
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Centre’s double standards are open now 
The statement of the Chairman of 15th Finance Commission itself reveals: AP CM 

Assurances should be implemented    
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Special Status is not within our limits 
It’s not true that 14th FC has blocked the Special Status: NK Singh 
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We are politcally aggrieved 
Assurance given on the floor of the House should be implemented 

New Capital Amaravathi needs Rs.1.09 lakh crores  
AP CM in his report to 15th Finance Commission 
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Comment:  Comments 
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The State should be rescued economically: AP CM Chandrababu in his report submitted to 15th FC 
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Rs 37,437 crore for the Capital Amaravathi: AP CM to 15th Finance Commission 
Chandrababu says, SCS was evaded under the pretext of 14th Finance Commission 

It’s a political condemnation by the Centre 
Assurances given in the Parliament were not implemented 

Centre should take the responsibility for the way it is conducting itself with states 
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We have nothing to do with SCS : NK Singh, Chairman, 15th Finance Commission 
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Special Status took the centre stage during the visit of 15th Finance Commission 
Andhra  Pradesh government and other opposition parties emphsise on Special Status 

SCS is not necessary : BJP 
Congress abstains from the meeting 

SCS is not in our limits : 15th FC  
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Economically the State is being suppressed, AP CM to 15th Finance Commission 
Recommendations of the Finance Commission should be based on 1971 Census figures: Yanamala 

Recommendations would be within the limits of the Finance Commission: NK Singh 
Special Status and Backward Area development funds should be provided: Non-BJP Parties and Left 

Parties 
SCS is not necessary: BJP   
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14th Finance Commission has been cited just to evade SCS to Andhra Pradesh 
Can understand the problems being faced the people of the State: 15th FC Chairman N.K. Singh 

There used to be a special entity, eralier for implementing Reorganisation Act 
Special Status does not come under the purview of 15th FC 

 


